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National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

Children’s Day 2021 

About Children’s Day 
 

National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children’s Day (Children’s Day) is our 
national day dedicated to celebrating our children. 
Children’s Day is celebrated across the country each 
year on 4 August. 
 
Children’s Day is a time for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander families and communities to celebrate the 
strengths and culture of our children. The day is an 
opportunity for all Australians to show their support for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children, as well 
as learn about the crucial impact that culture, family 
and community play in the life of every Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander child. 
 
Children’s Day has been run annually since 1988 and is the initiative of SNAICC – 
National Voice for our Children. 
 

 
 
Media and online campaign: 
Early July – 9 August 2021 
 
Online launch event:  
4 August 2020 
 
Media 
For interviews with SNAICC CEO Catherine Liddle, and Children’s Day state-based 
spokespeople, please email media@snaicc.org.au  
 
Or call Jo Cackett, SNAICC Communications 0474 727506 
 
For images contact us or go to: 
www.aboriginalchildrensday.com.au 

mailto:media@snaicc.org.au
http://www.aboriginalchildrensday.com.au/
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Background: What is Children’s Day? 
 
In 1988, the first National Aboriginal and Islander Children’s Day on 4 August and 
was set against the backdrop of protests led by Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people and their supporters during the bicentennial year.  
 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders peoples felt a day was needed to celebrate our 
children, to give them confidence and make them feel special and included. 
 
The date 4 August was historically used to communally celebrate the birthdays 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children who were taken from their 
families at a young age, without knowing their birthday – the Stolen 
Generations. 

Promoting Children’s Day 2021 
 
Key messages 
 
Children’s Day is a chance for our kids, and all Australians, to really celebrate their 
stories, language and connection to a rich cultural heritage. Our theme is Proud in 
culture, strong in spirit – and that’s exactly what connecting to culture does, it 
makes our kids proud and strong, ready to face a hopeful future. 
 

• Children’s Day is celebrated on 4 August and has been celebrated since 
1988. 

• It is a day to recognise the importance of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
culture and our connection to mob, family and kin. 

• This year our theme is Proud in culture, strong in spirit 

• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children have the right to experience and 
be proud of their history, cultural beliefs and practices. 

• Children's Day is a time to for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families to 
celebrate the strengths and culture of their children. 

• We encourage you to celebrate Children’s Day in your own way – it could be 
at your early years service, in your community, or with your family at home. 

• Go to our website aboriginalchildrensday.com.au to:  
o register your event 
o find free promotional resources, plus videos and activities for kids to 

enjoy. 
• We are distributing 15,000 Children’s Day bags full of fun activities and 

resources across cities, rural and remote regions of Australia – we are sorry 
to say these have just sold out! 

• Promote Children’s Day on social media #ProudInCulture #StrongInSpirit 
#NATSIChildrensDay2021 

• You could create your own video of your kids doing a cultural dance or 
activity and share it with us on social media. 

• Let’s celebrate the importance of our children!  
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How are we celebrating Children’s Day 2021? 
 
We encourage early years centres, kindergartens and schools to hold a small event, 
and register that event with us – no matter how big or small. We also ask you to 
share your celebrations on social media using the hashtags #ProudInCulture and 
#StrongInSpirit 
 
Even if you can’t celebrate in person due to COVID-19 restrictions, you can celebrate 
at home with a fun activity or share a video of a cultural dance or activity on social 
media.  
 
Once again we have distributed 15,000 Children's Day bags full of fun cultural 
activities for children to cities, rural and remote regions across Australia.  
 
All Australians can embrace this special day by promoting Children’s Day on social 
media. See online resources on the Children’s Day website, including fun free 
activities. We will be launching some fun videos to enjoy on the day. 
 
Celebrate with us to create a national atmosphere of celebration, respect and 
recognition so our kids can be proud in culture, and strong in spirit.  
 
www.aboriginalchildrensday.com.au 
 

Events in 2021 
 
Our member Mura Kosker on Thursday Island is celebrating ATSI Children's Day 
in the Torres Strait. They’re hosting in 17 communities across the Torres region. 

Each community will be marching and assembling to celebrate with activities for 

children and families. 

 
In Rockhampton Children and Family Centre in Queensland they’re celebrating 

Little Deadlies Day Out. 

 
Lulla’s Children and Family Centre in Shepparton is running activities, stalls, 
giveaways, music, dancing, BBQ lunch and much more. 
 
Some of the ways communities celebrate Children’s Day: 
 

• Barbecues 
• Picnic on the beach (Lockhart River) 
• children’s craft from the website activity sheets such as making damper, 

basket weaving, family kinship tree 
• Event with rescue and emergency services 
• Elders storytelling 
• Speakers  
• Flag raising 
• Football drills 
• Yarning circle / barbecue pit 
• Smoking ceremony 
• Sausage sizzle 
• Gifts to an Elder 

http://www.aboriginalchildrensday.com.au/
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• Face painting 
• Cross thatching 
• Hand and foot printing 
• Music, singing and traditional dancing 
• Bush medicine and therapeutic massages 
• Basketball coaching clinic 
• Cupcake baking 

Theme 
  

  
 
This year’s Children’s Day theme is:      
  
Proud in culture, strong in spirit  

#ProudInCulture #StrongInSpirit 
  
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families and communities have provided love 
and care for their children, growing them up strong and safe in their cultural 
traditions, for thousands of generations.  
 
For our children, safety, wellbeing and development are closely linked to the 
strengths of their connections with family, community, culture, language, and 
Country. 
 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children have the right to experience and be 
proud of their history, cultural beliefs and practices. 
 
Our Children's Day 2021 theme highlights the importance of supporting strong family 
and community connections to help our children achieve strong spiritual and cultural 
wellbeing and to form proud cultural identities. 
 
Children's Day is a time to for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families to 
celebrate the strengths and culture of their children. It is an opportunity for all 
Australians to show their support for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children, as 
well as learn about the crucial impact that culture, family and community play in the 
life of every child. 
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Community service announcement 
 
To showcase the importance of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culture and our 
connection to mob, family and kin – we have a new television community 
announcement and online resources to help promote Children's Day 2021 from early 
July. 
 
Featuring children from Nikinpa – an Aboriginal community-controlled child and 
family centre in NSW – the CSA highlights the importance of our children connecting 
to culture, learning their stories, so they can be strong in their spirit.  
 

Resources 
 
Poster 

 
SNAICC is sending out free posters for 
people to put up at home or in their place of 
work. Order your poster online at 
www.aboriginalchildrensday.com.au/resource
s 
 
Resources to celebrate 
 
As well as the posters, you can download 
digital resources such as images and videos, 
wallpaper, email signature, web banners and 
social media graphics to help celebrate the 
day: 
https://aboriginalchildrensday.com.au/posters-
and-web/ 
 
Activities 
 
You can find fun activities to download from 

our website. From making an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander flags to weaving 
and jewellery-making, plus many more.  
 
You can also download the activity sheet included in this year’s Children’s Day bag.  
 

Children's Day bags 
 
Each year SNAICC produces and distributes Children’s Day with fun items and 
educational activities to help local communities and organisations celebrate the day.  
 
Unfortunately these bags have already sold out but you can find more free 
resources online. 
 

http://www.aboriginalchildrensday.com.au/resources
http://www.aboriginalchildrensday.com.au/resources
https://aboriginalchildrensday.com.au/posters-and-web/
https://aboriginalchildrensday.com.au/posters-and-web/
https://aboriginalchildrensday.com.au/activities/
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The 2021 Children’s Day bag has a 
drawing called Taungurung Bubup by 
Annette Sax. It is of a baby wrapped 
in a possum skin cloak in a coolamon 
– a traditional carrying vessel. A 
coolamon is shaped like a canoe as 
the baby is carried on its journey of 
life.  
 
Traditionally coolamons were used to 
cradle babies, carry water, fruits or 
nuts, to separate grains, and protect 
from the rain. 
 
 
 

The bag items 
 
Included in the bag are activity sheets, golden wattle seeds, crayons and a wooden 
hand to paint.  
 

The Indigenous Literacy Foundation 
(ILF) has kindly donated the book Can 
You Dance? to be included in the 
Children's Day bags. 
 
Written by one of Australia’s best-
loved authors, this board book will get 
toddlers and preschoolers up off their 
feet following the actions of the 
animals featured in the book.  
 
They’ll soon be flapping their arms 
like a scary magpie’s wings, stomping 
their feet like a cheeky wombat and 
dancing like a silly lizard, along with 

the actions of five other animals. 
 
The bags are $6 each, and can be purchased from our website, with free postage at 
www.aboriginalchildrensday.com.au/resources 

Children’s Day 2020 
 
Despite the impact of COVID-19 and restrictions in face-to-face events, SNAICC 
persisted in promoting the Children’s Day campaign throughout early 2020. So many 
Australians celebrated across the country in their own way, embracing cultural 
traditions such as storytelling by Elders, bush tucker, craft making, flag raising, 
yarning circles, face painting, traditional dancing and more.  
 
More than 600 events and celebrations took place in early years services, schools, 
communities and at home. See our Children’s Day gallery to see how children 
celebrated. Supported by an online campaign, SNAICC pre-delivered 15,000 
Children’s Day bags across Australia – to remote communities on the Tiwi and 

http://www.aboriginalchildrensday.com.au/resources
https://aboriginalchildrensday.com.au/childrens-day-2020-gallery/
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Torres Strait islands, Arnhem Land and Western Australia, as well as cities and 
regions across all states and territories. 
 
During the COVID-19 lockdown, we encouraged children to draw: What does culture 
mean to me? We also asked people to share a picture on social media showing how 
your child/children are keeping connected to culture. 

Ambassador and TVC  
 
Our community service announcement featured young warrior Jedda, a Wurundjeri 
and Kalkadoon girl with Wurundjeri Elder Auntie Di, who passes on her traditional 
stories about the Wurundjeri people as true custodians of the land they’ve lived for 
millennia – strengthening Jedda’s sense of identity and connection to Aboriginal 
culture. Included in the TVC are multiple voices of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander children from across the country saying the words of our theme: We are the 
Elders of tomorrow, hear our voice. 
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