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Let’s combine classroom learning
with learning on country for kids
Education in the early years
is incredibly important for all
children. This year’s theme
for National Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander
Children’s Day, August 4, is
‘We Play, We Learn, We
Belong’. The 2019
Children’s Day Ambassador
is Nanna from the children’s
animated series Little J &
Big Cuz. The voice of
Nanna, Ningali Lawford,
reflects on what playing,
learning and belonging
mean to Aboriginal children.
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ACK in the day when I
was a child, they
made learning fun, so
you didn’t see it as anything
different or new – it was just
natural progress. With my
grandfather we’d draw
tracks in the sand so we
could learn to identify
different animals. We were
also taught about the
seasons, and when animals
and foods were abundant. I
think for us Indigenous kids,
learning and play weren’t
seen as different activities;
they were both fun for us.
Our learning for

Children’s Day Ambassador
Ningali Lawford-Wolf.

Indigenous Australians was
all about caring for country,
but also reading the country
for our survival. We had to
learn about the environment
you came from; about the
seas and the tides. A lot of
Indigenous kids would go to
the bush and they would
learn how to read footprints
and how long they’d been
there. It was vital. It was
part of our survival.
When I was a young

child, I was very lucky that I
didn’t speak English. I
spoke my traditional
language, Walmajarri.
When I first went to kindy I
was fascinated with the
pictures and the books and
other toys that I hadn’t
played with before. It
prompted me to want to
learn more about other
places and people and
languages. So I had a
fantastic time in my early
years growing up, going to
kindy and going to school. I
think it’s vital for our
children to get an education
and learn in those early
years. It prepares you for
the future.
I think learning on
country and everyday
learning in kindy for the
early years needs to be
combined.
I think it’s very important
for Indigenous students to
be educated, but to have
two types of education and
to walk into the world with
both cultures. That’s an
amazing feat.
Belonging in Indigenous
culture is a lot of things.

Most Indigenous people
come from big extended
families. We don’t see it as
too many people or
crowded – we just see it as
everybody having a part in
nurturing and looking after
our children. Whether it be
the grandparents, the
uncles or the aunties,
everybody has a role, and
so our sense of belonging is
instilled in us all of the time.
To belong to a tribe or
country or a family, being
associated with your
language group, it’s very
important for an Indigenous
child. I always say to my
kids, if you know where you
come from, you belong. You
don’t feel disassociated
from your culture.
Belonging is a very big
part of Indigenous culture.
Culture is vital for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children. It’s part of
our heritage. It’s part of our
language. It’s part of our
livelihood. Culture is a
means of identity. It’s a
means of having pride in
yourself and your people,
because culture is the basis

of our family system, our
kinship system, all aspects
of our cultural beliefs. All
Indigenous kids should be
proud that they’re part of a
very ancient history, and a
resilient one at that.
That’s part of why Little J
& Big Cuz is such a
fantastic show for our
children. Kids look at Little J
& Big Cuz and they identify
with it. They identify with
each character – some of
those characters are them.
And now that we’ve got
some of those episodes in
language, kids are able to
hear their own language
and it makes them proud of
who they are.
Everyone in Australia
should celebrate National
Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Children’s Day
because we need to start
learning from each other.
Our future starts with our
young children – to be able
to walk in a world without
racism, and to be able to
extend a hand of unity to
other people.
We should celebrate that
kids don’t see colour.

Racism is learnt. This is
why it’s important for our
kids to be as one. They’re
innocent and they are our
future, both Indigenous and
other kids.
For more than 30
years, National Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander
Children’s Day has been
celebrated by schools,
kindergartens and
communities across
Australia around August
4. Children’s Day is led by
SNAICC, the national
peak body for Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander
children. For more
information visit www.
aboriginalchildrensday.
com.au.
Ningali Lawford-Wolf is a
stage and screen actress,
known for her roles in
seminal Australian films
including Rabbit Proof
Fence, Bran Nue
Dae and Last Cab
to Darwin, for which she
was nominated for the
AACTA award for Best
Actress in a Leading Role.

Jack Long farewelled
JACK Long, the
patriarch of one of
Australia’s most
NT
prodigious
Indigenous
football families,
has been fondly
farewelled at a funeral in Darwin,
where his life of adventure was
remembered.
Long, who died at the age of
82, had nine children, including
former Essendon AFL great
Michael Long.
Retired Hawthorn champion
Cyril Rioli is one of three
grandsons to play in the AFL,
with Ben Long and Jake Long
currently at St Kilda and
Essendon.
Jack Long was a champion
footballer himself in the Northern
Territory Football League,
playing in three premierships for
St Mary’s, while all seven of his
sons played in a preliminary final
for the Saints in 1989.
He once played in front of
Queen Elizabeth II in Darwin.
The early part of his career
involved travelling by dinghy
from the Tiwi Islands to Darwin
on a weekend.
Long-time friend and coach at
St Mary’s Tony Shaw told Long's
children to “be strong and to
remember their father as a
remarkable, loving, successful
man.
“He was a hard man on the
football field and a soft,
generous man off it,” he told
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Mourners, including former Essendon AFL champion Michael Long, are seen at a funeral for Jack Long,
the patriarch of the famous Long football family, at Gardens Oval in Darwin. Picture: AAP Image

hundreds of people who
attended a large outdoor funeral
at the Gardens Oval in Darwin,
where Long played much of his
football.
He hated cold weather and
would refuse to travel south to
Adelaide or Melbourne with him,
Mr Shaw said.

“Michael, did he ever come
and watch you play down in
Melbourne?” he jokingly asked
Michael Long during his eulogy,
who responded by nodding.
It could have turned out far
differently for Jack Long, who
was born under a tree to his
Aboriginal mother Rita and white

stockman father more than
1300km south of Darwin at Ti
Tree in 1937 and became one
of the Stolen Generations.
At the age of three, welfare
officers forcibly removed Long
from his family and after
travelling on a truck, train and
lugger boat, where he saw the

ocean for the first time, he was
placed in a Catholic mission on
Melville Island.
Darwin was bombed soon
after by the Japanese during
World War II and three decades
later, Long survived Cyclone
Tracey along with his late wife
Agnes and children.
While life was difficult, Long
was a natural when it came to
the hunting and gathering skills
he refined his whole life, said
Yvonne Dunn, who lived with
him at the Garden Point mission.
“Boys like Uncle Jack had to
go hunting to provide food to
the kitchen and he did a
wonderful job. I think he fed
everyone at Garden Point from
the time when he was a little
boy,” she said.
While he was born in the
Anmatjera desert, Long became
a saltwater man who spoke
Tiwi and passed on the language
and all of his hunting and
cultural skills to his children,
Mr Shaw said.
He worked his whole life
driving trucks, on pearl luggers,
shooting crocodiles from canoes
and other roles but his favourite
job was his final one while aged
in his 70s: a sea ranger on the
Tiwi Islands.
“Using his library of
information, he always
remembered to hunt and give
food to the Elders and remain
true to his kind and generous
nature,” Mr Shaw said. – AAP
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